Draft local media release for you to adapt and use in the run up to World Teachers Day
Dozens of teachers and students at [FILL IN THE NAME OF YOUR SCHOOL OR CENTRE] will join thousands of others around New Zealand at exactly 12.30 on Friday 30 October to put their “Hands Up for Learning!”

The synchronized countdown is to celebrate World Teachers Day and the power of teaching and learning.

[INSERT NAME of WORKSITE] says investing in teaching and learning is fundamental to building a strong and healthy society. 

“By putting our “Hands Up for Learning” we’re sending the message that teaching and learning is important. We’re saying that we value teachers and believe they do a great job in equipping our young learners for life in the 21st century. 

“Investment in education is always important. In tough economic times it should be an even higher priority, because developing children’s learning and thinking skills now sows the seeds for the next generation of productive and engaged citizens.”

“Today is a day to celebrate but also to remind our leaders that people are at the heart of education.    Already NZ teachers work longer hours and get paid less than teachers in most OECD countries.  The Government is now trying to cut $95 million from teacher staffing budgets in the next three years, which may result in increased class sizes. Teachers aides and other school support staff - all essential to the effective running of schools - are paid as little as $12.94 an hour. Without quality people working in quality working conditions, our education system and our children’s learning will suffer.”
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