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NZEI Te Riu Roa Response to

TE REO MĀORI IN THE NEW ZEALAND CURRICULUM: DRAFT
Recommendations

i.
That the Ministry of Education review the process used for consultation with and feedback from teachers, schools and their communities in this instance.

ii.
That future consultation on all curriculum documents, particularly those with wide applicability and significant importance, ensures that the process is facilitative, and that adequate resources are allocated to encourage engagement.

iii.
That the Ministry of Education acknowledge that there is a need for support of teachers and schools offering te reo Māori to their students before Years 7-8.
iv.
That an additional section, within the curriculum document, addressing teachers’ and schools’ needs is included as part the final document.

v. 
That consideration be given to promoting the learning of te reo Māori by taking it out of the Learning Languages area and treating it in a similar manner to English in terms of its positioning. 
vi.
That the final version of the ‘Te Reo Māori in the New Zealand Curriculum’ includes an unambiguous statement of rationale that learning te reo Māori at least at Levels 1 and 2 is important for all students.
vii.
That the status of te reo Māori is communicated to schools as soon as possible, before the release of the final New Zealand Curriculum document.

viii.
That the Ministry of Education ensures that teachers and schools are provided with the resources necessary to support any second language teaching and learning.

ix.
That the Ministry of Education acknowledges that resourcing for te reo Māori as the only language indigenous to Aotearoa New Zealand will require special national provision.

x.
That the Ministry of Education gives consideration to the renaming of the current document as ‘Te Reo Māori ma tikanga Māori in the New Zealand Curriculum’ to reflect the important relationship between language and culture.

xi. 
That discussions are held with the key individuals and groups, including the Māori Language Commission, to determine the appropriate name for this curriculum document.
xii. 
That the difficulties and costs for many teachers and schools to access core and essential support resources for teaching te reo Māori in the New Zealand Curriculum is acknowledged by resource provision through a variety of different mediums.
xiii.
That the Ministry of Education clarifies the purpose of the second tier of ‘achievement objectives’ or ‘achievement indicators’ so that teachers understand their purpose.

xiv.
That the Ministry of Education resources professional development opportunities to support teachers and schools to successfully implement this curriculum statement in their schools.

xv. That professional development opportunities are provided for the ‘using the curriculum in schools’ purposes and also to provide opportunities for teachers to upgrade their te reo Māori language skills.
xvi.
That the Ministry of Education reconsider the inclusion of advocacy statements in the range of sections within the document and look to incorporating them into a specific section on the importance of te reo Māori in Aotearoa New Zealand.

xvii.
That the Ministry of Education undertakes to ensure that a professional and rigorous editing process is put in place for the final version of the Te Reo Māori in the New Zealand Curriculum to improve its coherence and accessibility.
Irene Cooper

National President
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